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Essential Understandings, Content Standards and Benchmarks
	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Economics: Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.

	Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.


	In order to get what people want/need, they buy and trade. 

People use money to buy things.  

Money makes it easier to trade goods and services.



	Civics: People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens. 
	Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.


	Rules and authority help to ensure order and safety.

Our classroom rules reflect our Core Ethical Values.  

People sometimes experience conflict when their wants and needs are different. 

	
	United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities
	Members of groups have rights and responsibilities that change over time.




	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Culture: The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
	The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.


	Location affects cultural practices and products.



	
	The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world. 


	Language, stories, folktales, music and artistic creations serve as expressions of culture and influence the behavior of people living in a particular culture.  

The contributions of different cultures within the United States influence our common national heritage. 



	
	People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 


	Elements of many cultures are combined into American culture.



	Geography: Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
	Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.


	Different places have different characteristics that can be compared.



	
	Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics. 


	The earth is made up of continents and oceans.

 

	
	The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified. 


	Maps can be used to locate continents and oceans.

Connecticut and other places can be located on a map.



	
	Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
	The way humans live depends on their natural environment.


	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Social Studies Inquiry and Literacy: Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to 

be applied to societal issues.


	Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
	Select a topic for research and ask questions about the topic

Begin to use Table of Contents

Use appropriate sources to gather information

Begin to identify main ideas 

Begins to use graphic organizers to organize data

Present product appropriate to audience


	
	Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
	Communicate feelings and beliefs 

Listen to the feelings and beliefs of others

Work cooperatively and productively within a group while displaying the District Core Ethical Values



	
	Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.
	Examine problems and explore solutions

Distinguish between fact and fiction

Compare and contrast ideas 

Place events on a timeline
Be aware of current events and how they relate to other aspects of history and social studies.


Grade 2: Classroom and School Community
	Essential Understandings: 

1. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.
2. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
3. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

2. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.
3. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
4. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.


	Essential Question: What does it mean to be part of a classroom and school community?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Rules and authority help to ensure order and safety.

· Our classroom rules reflect our Core Ethical Values.

· People sometimes experience conflict when their wants and needs are different.

· Members of groups have rights and responsibilities that change over time.
	Know why groups of people need rules

	
	Be able to participate in creating the rules of the classroom

	
	Know the rules of polite behavior

	
	Know that actions have consequences

	
	Know that they have individual and group rights and responsibilities within the classroom and that rights, responsibilities and privileges can change with circumstances

	
	Know that there are a variety of roles that people fill in the classroom and the school

	
	Know that adults have authority

	
	Know how to resolve conflicts in appropriate ways

	
	Demonstrate the Core Ethical Values in the classroom and school

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of classroom and school community (see p.4)


	Suggested Strategies
	· Class constitution 
· Read-alouds 
· Assignment of class jobs 
· Core Ethical Value beads 
· AM announcements

· Application of inquiry skills

	Suggested Assessments
	· Discussions 
· Role-plays 
· Daily informal observations 
· Progress report benchmarks

	Suggested Resources
	· Trade books about characters demonstrating Core Ethical Values

· Core Ethical Value posters

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· iMovie 

· Digital photos

	Content Vocabulary
	· privileges, solve, solution, conflict


Grade 2: Cultural Comparison

	Essential Understandings: 
1. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity..
2. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
3. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

	Content Standards:
1. Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.

2. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics. 

3. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified. 

4. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
5. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

6. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people

7. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world. 
8. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products.


	Essential Question: How does another culture compare to ours?


	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Different places have different characteristics that can be compared.

· The earth is made up of continents and oceans.

· Maps can be used to locate continents and oceans.

· Connecticut and other places can be located on a map.

· The way humans live depends on their natural environment.
· In order to get what people want/need, they buy and trade.

· People use money to buy things.

· Money makes it easier to trade goods and services. 

· Location affects cultural practices and products.

· Language, stories, folktales, music and artistic creations serve as expressions of culture and influence the behavior of people living in a particular culture.  

· The contributions of different cultures within the United States influence our common national heritage. 

	Know the location, physical features and climate of the area being studied

	
	Locate Connecticut and the area being studied on a map

	
	Distinguish between continents and oceans on a map

	
	Identify important physical features on a map

	
	Use a simple map key

	
	Use the cardinal directions to locate areas on a map

	
	Know how location, physical features and climate affect culture 

	
	Know that within and across cultures different people live at different economic levels

	
	Know that in different cultures people get what they want and need in different ways (money, trade, goods, services)

	
	Know that everyday life is different in different cultures (school, jobs, etc.)

	
	Know how the language, stories, folktales, music and art of a particular area reflect its culture

	
	Know that many cultures contribute to the culture of the United States

	
	Compare the culture studied to the culture they live in

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to our cultural comparisons (see p.4)


	Suggested Strategies
	· use compass rose and map key 
· color-coding a map 
· Cinco De Mayo Celebration 
· application of social studies inquiry skills

·  reading of books related to cultures being studied 
· group/whole class projects based on cultural aspects of country

· songs, art, dance

	Suggested Assessments
	· locate state, town, US, country being studied 
· Venn diagram to compare culture being studied to US

·  project presentations

· group discussions

	Suggested Resources
	· globes 
· maps 
· fiction and non-fiction books 
· volunteer Spanish lessons 
· Heinemann books: Around the World, A visit to ___ 
· Countries of the World (Bridgestone) 
· Children of the World (Rand McNally) 
· The People, the Land, the Culture (Crabtree) 
· Habitats of the World (Dominic Press) 
· folktales, legends, myths

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· http://countries.pppst.com/mexico , www.mexico.com , other websites

· DVD’s/videos

· PowerPoint presentations

	Content Vocabulary
	· location, physical feature, climate, continent, ocean, key, legend, state, country, folktale, heritage, ancestors, relatives, contribute
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